
“To Promote, Foster and Encourage the Sport of Western Riding and Horsemanship in the Aoraki Region” 

  Hi everyone!  Hope this finds you with a few 

hours in the saddle under your belt! 

Well done to the AWRC club members who 

took part in the Winchester Rodeo!  Also, well 

done to all those AWRC members who 

competed, helped or cheered on the Ribbon 

Day.  A HUGE pat on the back to Maria for her 

‗single-handed‘ organisation of the day, and to 

her family for hosting it!  We are lucky to have 

you in our Club! 

Our next club events are listed on the back 

page...but to give you a brief overview...Waikouaiti Beach Ride weekend is coming up on Nov 20-21.  

Unfortunately, I have to work...again...but by all accounts its a very fun weekend and someday I‘ll 

get there!  Then we‘ve got a meeting on the 24th, followed by the Christchurch Show on Nov 27-28.  

Steve Houston is holding a clinic in Oamaru on the 27th & 28th as well (see Classifieds page for 

more info).  Our Christmas Social has changed from a weekend to an evening.  It will be on 

December 4th...details to come via email or post.  Club day on the 4th...and then its Christmas!  

January brings a trek, and the Christchurch New Year Show (anyone interested in entering, contact 

Maria).  February is the Mackenzie High Country Muster and the White Horse Cowboy Challenge.  

March will be a Cowboy Challenge training day and then Games Day in April....and so it goes...more 

may be added...I know there is a call-out for anyone interested in a roping clinic (see back page). 

There are also various clinics happening as well (Steve Houston, Scott O‘Malley, Bert Elstob and 

Jackie Chant to name a few). 

The Mackenzie High Country Muster is taking shape.  February 9-12 will see riders travelling 

through brand new territory, in the Tekapo area, under the leadership of Mark Berghan.  Mark has 

made good progress setting the trail and hopes to do a pre-ride soon.  Details will be made available 

after that.  This is still being confirmed,  but it was mentioned at the last meeting that the Hoe 

Down may be on Friday night with the option for AWRC members to attend, stay the night and ride on Saturday (at an AWRC 

member‗s price).  The Committee realizes that not everyone can get 3-4 days off work, but it wants to do all it can to include AWRC 

members and to encourage them to take part...so, for those of us who have to work, it will be great to join in on the Friday night fun 

and the Saturday ride.  The club has received a lot of support from the wider community & the Committee are thankful & grateful 

for that support. 

The planning for the White Horse Cowboy Challenge is well underway.  Flier & entry forms are in this newsletter or you can 

download them online at www.cowboychallenge.co.nz   This year we will add a rookie category, but spots are limited, so be in quick.  

Because its an NZCCA points approved Challenge this year, the cost to enter is slightly more if you are not a NZCCA member as 

well.  The NZCCA membership fee goes to provide admin support (rider numbers, advertising, website, rulebook printing, etc as 

well as points tracking). The forming of the NZCCA  was essential to protect the integrity of the sport of Cowboy Challenges and to 

keep the standards of the competition high and consistent. The rest of the entry fee goes towards prizes and the running of a 

professional event...any profit goes back to the AWRC.  Following our club‘s lead, there has been a Challenge held in Whitecliffs and 

at least two more are in the process of being planned.  Pretty awesome that our little ole Aoraki Western Riding Club has started a 

new sport in NZ that is proving to be very popular (thanks to Sara being a BIG ideas girl!).  We are promoting, fostering and 

encouraging the sport of western riding and horsemanship not only in the Aoraki Region, but in all of New Zealand.                          

Have a great month...any questions about anything, don‘t hesitate to contact any of the names on the above right.                                          

As a good friend of mine says.....Take care & Ride ‗em soft  -Jodi   
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 Lindsay Roberts of Ruapuna 

***By now you should have received your membership 

card.  This should be carried when you attend club events 

or when you use the Orari club grounds on your own.   

If you still need one, contact Maria*** 

November 24th at the Wolseley Hotel in Winchester at 

7:30. 

Keep checking out.....  

From all reports, its working well and you can download 

forms, fliers, etc! 

20-21 November -  

WAIKOUAITI WEEKEND 

27-28 November -  

CHRISTCHURCH SHOW WEEKEND 

See the Club Calendar on the back page or 

contact Keri Drake 614-8707 for more info 
.******************************************************** 

If you have an idea for a Club Day, come along to a 

meeting & bring it up...or let a committee member know 

and we can add it the agenda.  Or, if you would like to 

help out with planning & running a club day...let Keri 

know.  There is always room on the planning 

committees!!!  There are no ―Closed Shops‖ in the AWRC.  

The more hands the better! 

Member’s Update…. 

NEXT MEETING…. ON wednESDAY NOVEMber 24th  @ 7:30 (NOTE VENUE) 
details are on page 1. 

Also, if you contact Maria on         

686-1723, you can have a copy of the  

minutes sent to you.  So, you don‘t 

have to feel ‗left out‘ if you can‘t 

make it to a meeting. 

 

 

LOCATION:  The Wolseley 

Hotel in Winchester 

The meeting will begin at 7:30.   

Remember that you can always email 

or phone any of the committee 

members to have an item added to 

the agenda &  spoken to on your 

behalf if you can‘t attend a meeting.  

Raewyn, Maria & Jodi‘s contact 



Hi everyone, 

With the weather improving and summer days rolling on, it makes you just want to be out with your horse every minute of the 

day. 

Buzz and I are having the times of our lives and making the most of every opportunity that comes along. We are really looking 

forward to the Waikouiaiti Beach Ride and all the other Club events that are planned for this summer. 

Most of the time being president of the club brings a lot of joy with it, but it also comes with some unpleasantness when 

dealing with matters that are not within the clubs best interests. It is with a lot of sadness to advise you all that we have had 

resignations from Chris Bloor and Murray Foley from the Muster Committee along with our Trail Boss, Mick Hogg. These 

three members have resigned from the Muster to start up, we believe, their own trekking business ―Tussock Journeys‖ .  We 

wish them well as they go it alone! 

The executive committee have met and discussed the direction of the Club‘s Mackenzie High Country Muster and are happy 

to announce that they have co-opted new committee members and a new trail boss to deliver the 5th Annual MHCM that will 

be held on 9-12th February 2011. 

Welcome back to Heather Doudle (Secretary) who over the years has done an amazing job of co-ordinating our Muster and 

who already  has planning well underway with caterer‘s booked, advertising in place and the 1001 other things that she needs 

to do for organising this event. Welcome on board to our NEW trail boss, Mark Berghan, who has been one of the Muster‘s 

wranglers for the first 3 years (and a very popular one too).  Mark has already got landowners approval and a route mapped out 

to make this year‘s muster one for everyone to remember. Michelle Berghan and Fiona Lindsay are also on board to help with 

the organisation of the Muster. 

The committee would like to ask for expressions of interest from any other member who would like to become involved with 

the organisation of the Muster to please make contact with Heather on (03) 686-1747 or Mark on (03) 685-5900. 

The survey results from participants on the last 4 musters have been analysed and plans are developing to make this next 

muster the best one ever. Now is the time for members to book your annual leave from work. Time to concentrate and get 

yourself and your horse fit for and be a part of an unforgettable once in a life time experience. See you all there!!! 
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Dear Horse, 

I love you very much, and I truly cherish your presence in my life. I would never wish to criticize you in any way. However, there are a few trivial details 

regarding our relationship that I think might bear your consideration. 

First of all, I am already aware that horses can run faster than I can. ; I do not need you to demonstrate that fact each tim e I come to get you in from the field. 

Please remember that I work long and hard to earn the money to keep you in the style to which you have become accustomed. In return, I think you should at 

least pretend to be glad to see me, even when I‘m carrying a bridle instead of a bucket of feed. 

It should be fairly obvious to you that I am a human being who walks only on two legs. I do not resemble a scratching post. Do not think that when you rub 

your head against me with 1,000 pounds of force behind it, I believe that it wasn‘t your intention to send me flying. I am also aware that stomping on my toes 

while you are pushing me around is nothing but adding injury to insult. 

I understand that I cannot expect you to cover your nose when you sneeze, but it would be appreciated if you did not inhale large amounts of dirt and manure 

prior to aiming your sneezes at my face and shirt. Also, if you have recently filled your mouth with water you do not intend to drink, please let it all dribble 

from your mouth BEFORE you put your head on my shoulder. In addition, while I know you despise your worming medication, my intentions in giving it to 

you are good, and I really do not think I should be rewarded by having you spit half of it back out onto my shirt. 

Sometimes, I get the feeling that you are confused about the appropriate roles you should play in various situations. One small bit of advice: Your stone-wall 

imitation should be used when I am mounting and your speed-walker imitation when I suggest that we proceed on our way, not vice versa. Please also 

understand that jumping is meant to be a mutual endeavour. By ―mutual‖ I mean that we are supposed to go over the jump together. 

I know the world is a scary place when your eyes are on the sides of your head, but I did spend a significant amount of money to buy you, and I have every 

intention of protecting that investment. Therefore, please consider the following when you are choosing the appropriate behaviour for a particular situation: 

When I put your head collar on you, attach one end of a lead rope to the head collar, and tie the other end of the lead rope to a post or ring or whatever, I am 

indicating a desire for you to remain in that locale. I would also like said head collar, lead rope, post, etc., to remain intact. While I admit that things like sudden 

loud noises can be startling, I do not consider them to be acceptable excuses for repeatedly snapping expensive new lead ropes (or head collars or posts) so that 

you can run madly around the yard creating havoc in your wake. Such behaviour is not conducive to achieving that important goal that I know we both share – 

decreasing the number of times the veterinarian comes out to visit you. 

By the same token, the barn aisle was not designed for the running of the Derby and is not meant to serve as a racetrack. Dragging me down the aisle in leaps 

and bounds is not how ―leading‖ is supposed to work, even if someone happens to drop a saddle on the floor as we‘re passing. Pulling loose and running off is 

also discouraged (although I admit it does allow you to run faster). 

I assure you that blowing pieces of paper do not eat horses. While I realise you are very athletic, I do not need a demonstration of your ability to jump 25 feet 

sideways from a standing start while swapping ends in midair, nor am I interested in your ability to emulate both a racehorse and a bucking bronco while 

escaping said piece of paper. Also, if the paper were truly a danger, it would be the height of unkindness to dump me on the ground in front of it as a sacrificial 

offering to expedite your escape. 

When I ask you to cross a small stream, you may safely assume that said stream does not contain crocodiles, sharks, or piranhas, nor will it be likely to drown 

you. (I have actually seen horses swimming, so I know it can be done.) I expect you to be prepared to comply with the occasional request to wade across some 

small body of water. Since I would like to be dry when we reach the other side of the stream, deciding to roll when we‘re halfway across is not encouraged 

behaviour. 

I give you my solemn oath that the trailer is nothing but an alternative means of transportation for distances too long for walking. It is not a lion‘s den or a 

dragon‘s maw, nor will it magically transform into such. It is made for horses, and I promise you that you will indeed fit into your assigned space. Please also 

bear in mind that I generally operate on a schedule, for wherever we are going, I would really like to get there today. 

For the last time, I do not intend to abandon you to a barren, friendless existence. If I put you in a turn-out paddock, I promise that no predators will eat you, 

and I will come back in due time to return you to your stable. It is not necessary to run in circles, whinny pathetically, threaten to jump the fence, or paw at the 

gate. Neither your stable mates nor I will have left the premises. The other horses standing peacefully in adjacent paddocks amply demonstrate that it is 

possible to enjoy being turned out for exercise. 

Finally, in closing, my strong and gentle companion, I would like to point out that, whatever might happen between horses and their people, we humans will 

always love you. In fact, our bonds with you help create new bonds among ourselves, even with total strangers. Wherever there are horses, there will be ―horse 

people‖, and for the blessings you bestow upon us, we thank you.           

Most sincerely yours,    Your human      (thank you Rebecca for finding this!) 



If you would like to advertise in this newsletter or contribute photos, articles, etc.,  

please contact Jodi Payne     Phone: (03) 614-7107 or Email: jodipayne@farmside.co.nz 

WESTERN SADDLES  WANTED, any condition, they do not have to be in working order (ie broken trees acceptable), they are not for putting on 

horses, only decoration. If you have anything lying about that you want rid of, please email raewyn@farmside.co.nz or phone (03) 697-4959 

Human and Equine 

Bowen Therapy 

Aiding Rehabilitation – Enhancing Performance 

For the Horse and Rider 

Covering Christchurch to Oamaru 

Ph: 0800 859 934     021 796 686       03-3081604 

Belinda Lawson        equinebowentherapist@gmail.com 

Steve Houston Clinic will take 

place on the 27th and 28th of November in 

Oamaru.  

Cost will be approximately $100 per day.   

Please let me know some numbers for the 

clinic.  

Have a great day and let me know 

regarding Clinic ASAP, if numbers are not 

confirmed by November 12th, it will be 

cancelled.  Also, I cannot change the dates 

as this is Steve's only weekend until well 

into next year. 

....Regards Tina Wraight   Phone 432-6800 

COTTAGE WITH GRAZING  to rent - between Mayfield 

and Geraldine - quiet location on rural property. Unfurnished, 

2/3 bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, lounge, laundry - private 

garden. Grazing for 1 or 2 horses. Enquiries - tel 03 3036543  

Lindsey Roberts  

WANTED: double horse float 

Ph Tilaya Pullar (03) 685-5741  

Unsolicited advice…. 

Congratulations to Niven & Julie 

on the purchase of Ned. 

We wish you all the best with him. 

—————————— 

Thanks to Sheila for sending  

through the classified. 

WELL BRED HUNTAWAY PUPS 

Ph Jodi (03) 614-7107  

INTRODUCTORY  

LEVEL 1 PARELLI 

COURSE 

15-16 Jan in Fairlie 

Ph Gary Joll 

(03) 685-8938 

The ―Aoraki Western Riding Club‖ 

Facebook group page has been 

growing steadily. If you are a 

Facebook member, just type the name 

in the search box and up it will come.  

If you aren‘t a Facebook member, it‘s 

pretty easy...and a fun way to share 

photos, events, etc.  All members will 

be able to upload their favourite club 

day photos, their new horses, etc... 
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***CLUB CALENDAR*** 

  Any questions to Keri please. 

  Contact Maria Van den Bosch...686-1723  or  bosch@xtra.co.nz

  Any questions to Keri please. 

 

  From 10:00 a.m. Any questions to Keri please. 

 

  From 10:00 a.m. Any questions to Keri please. 

 

  Any questions to Keri please.

  Any questions to Keri please. 

 

  From 10:00 a.m. Any questions to Keri please. 

  Any questions to Heather please...686-1747 or doudle@ihug.co.nz  

 

  Any questions to Sara please...612-6224 or whcc@xtra.co.nz  

 

  From 10:00 a.m. Any questions to Keri please. 

 

 

  From 10:00 a.m. Any questions to Keri please. 

 

 

A o r a k i  W e s t e r n  R i d i n g  C l u b  

h t t p : / / w w w . a w r c . c o . n z  

If members want to check on whether an event needs to be cancelled or postponed due to 

weather conditions, members can ring 03 614 8707 (my ph number) from 8am onwards on 

Club days for a pre-recorded message to confirm if it‘s going ahead or being cancelled.... 

Keri Drake (Events Director)    —  (03) 614-8707  

Raewyn Olde-Olthof  (President)   —   (03) 697-4959 

Maria Van den Bosch  (Secretary) - (03) 686-1723 or 027-366-3016 

C/O Maria Van den Bosch 

483 Fraser Road, RD 4, Timaru 

bosch@xtra.co.nz 

Ph 03-686-1723 or 027-366-3016 

Day clinic with Patrick McCarthy. Cost $50 Date TBA. Expressions of interest to Keri 

please...if we have enough, we‘ll plan one.  Would be a great learning experience for          

you & your horse! 


