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Sarah Coutts of Waimate 
Judith Martin of Waimate 
The Fairhhall family of Mayfield  
(Shane, Wendy & children) 
Nina Ireland of Temuka 
 
We hope you enjoy being part of the AWRC!!
 

May 18 AWRC‟s Annual General Meeting 

At Robbie’s Bar & Bistro, 4 Latter Street (off of North 
Street), Timaru. Meal at 6:00, AGM at 7:30 followed by 
a General Meeting.   

 

 
.****************************************************** 
If you have an idea for a Club Day, come along to a 
meeting & bring it up...or let a committee member 
know and we can add it the agenda.  Or, if you 
would like to help out with planning & running a club 
day...let a committee member know.  The more 
hands the better! 

Member’s Update…. 

Page 2 Aoraki Western Riding Club, Inc. 

NEXT MEETING…. ON tuESDAY 18th of may @ 7:30 (NOTE VENUE) 
is a great opportunity to have 
your say in the AWRC. 
 
Remember that you can always 
email or phone any of the       
committee members to have an 
item added to the agenda &   
spoken to on your behalf if you 
can‟t attend a meeting.  Raewyn, 
Maria & Jodi‟s contact details are 
on page 1. 

LOCATION:  Robbie’s 
Bar & Bistro, Timaru 
This is our Annual General    
Meeting, followed by a general 
meeting.  The meeting will begin 
at 7:30.  Information will be    
coming out about the AGM,   
nominations, etc.  We encourage 
you to attend.  You won‟t be given 
any „jobs‟ you don‟t want...but this 

 
Also, if you contact Maria on 
686-1723, you can have a copy 
of the  minutes sent to you.  So, 
you don‟t have to feel „left out‟ if 
you can‟t make it to a meeting. 
 
We look forward to your input 
and involvement and look  
forward to  seeing  you 
there!!!   

NAME: Avon Al Matar 

AKA: Matarzie 

AGE: 4yrs 

BREED: Appaloosa  

OCCUPATION: In training to be a western trail horse 

OWNER: Bronwyn Halliday 

WORST OWNER EXPERENCE: Kicking my mum by mistake 

GREATEST OWNER ACHIEVEMENT: Learning to carry my mum on my back 

PHOBIA: being left at home by myself 

FAVOURITE FOOD: Red clover 

FAVOURITE PAST TIME: Dust bathing 

The “Aoraki Western Riding Club” Facebook group page has been growing steadily. If you are a Facebook 
member, just type the name in the search box and up it will come.  If you aren‟t a Facebook member, it‟s 

pretty easy...and a fun way to share photos, events, etc.  All members will be able to upload their favourite 
club day photos, their new horses, etc... 
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Muster Report...  
 

The 2010 Muster was quite a challenge this year for someone not quite 

a fit as I should be! Fortunately, as usual, there was help on hand. 
  

It was great to arrive at the start at Single Hill Station in lovely      

sunshine. Makes such a difference. Could get settled and then have 

time for a catch up with people we may not have seen for a year. 
  

Imagine my dismay when I woke up to the sound of rain on the roof of 

the float. No, please not rain on our first day....................... 
  

Unfortunately the mist had well and truly settled in the valley so we had 

a later start than planned.  Difficult for Trail Boss Mick and the     

Wranglers as we needed to be down off the mountain by about midday 

due to weather conditions at that height. 
  

Also Rae's horse Buzz was lame when he was brought in from the      

paddock and the decision had to be made to just float him to the next 

Station. Rae insisted I carry on but it was not the same setting off     

without her. 
  

Due to setting off late the decision was made not to climb as high and the 

ride was good apart from not being able to see the views due to the 

weather. 
  

Our first night was spent at Shenley Station and by the time we had 

seen to our horses and gone to the wool shed for a welcome cuppa the 

team arrived with our tea. 
  

The catering for the whole Muster was up to the usual standard and I 

still marvel how they turn up in the early hours and produce a cooked 

breakfast. 
  

Rae was waiting for me and she had good news and bad news. The bad 

news was that it looked like Buzz would not be sound and he would 

have to just be floated each day but the good news was that Jenny our 

Medic had brought a second horse Danny and kindly said Rae could 

ride him. 
  

Next day started quite misty again and Rae got Danny ready but felt a bit nervous I'm sure.  Quite daunting to ride a 

strange horse but to be going on a full day's trek was a bit nerve racking. Anyway Jenny assured her Danny would be 

fine and Mick and Brad made sure all of Rae's tack was fitting properly on him. Brad rode him round a little bit before 

Rae got on. 
  

Anyway Rae and Danny got on really well and I was just so pleased to see Rae smiling. 
  

Fortunately the weather improved and what wonderful views we had 

once we got to the top of the mountain. All the horses went well and we 

were a very mixed group. Standardbreds, Arabs, Quarter Horses, St. 

James, Clydies, Warmbloods and even a pony. 
  

We all could not believe how much warmer it had become and before 

long our oilskins seemed to be a thing of the past. 
  

Just great having our lunch with our horses and chilling 

out....................... 
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Had a fairly long walk and cannot believe how I managed to fall off when I 

tried to get back on Bramble. My legs felt rather weak and I just sort of 

flopped and managed to kick him and he got a fright and the next thing I hit 

the ground. Honestly I think I'm becoming a liability........................... 
  

Once again surrounded by helpers and fortunately I had not really hurt     

myself and was grateful that my head had missed a rather large rock and a 

cow pat! 
  

Second night was spent at    

Athlone Station and after we 

had our supper Cameron Scott 

came to play guitar and sing for 

us in the wool shed.  What a lovely young man and so talented. He has sung 

at the National Rodeo and also won a television competition. 
  

One of our group was a singer herself and after a bit of encouragement got 

up to sing alongside. 
  

The following day was hot and we had quite a climb. By this time I was not 

doing too well with the walking downhill and Bramble was a real trooper 

and carried me.  
  

The last night was spent at Ranui Station and that is where we held the auction which was raising money for the local 

CCS Disability group.  Good fun and $800 was raised.  It was good to see Heather at the auction as although she was at 

the registration was not actually riding this year and was certainly missed.  
 

  

Weather fine for the last day but Bramble was rather sore and after we         

discussed it decided not to go. 
  

Rae had set off on Buzz as it was going to be a flat ride and not too long. 
  

I was just about to load Bramble up to take him home and have a good long 

bath before returning for the Hoe Down which was at the Albury Hall when 

suddenly Bramble whinnied. Over the horizon appeared Buzz & Rae. Evidently 

once she got going Buzz was not completely sound so she decided to come back. 
  

We both then went home and came back for the Hoe Down which was great. A number of people did not stay as they 

needed to get home but the rest were staying the night so could dance and drink the night away. The following morning I 

was told that a good breakfast was had by all at the Albury pub. 
  

So that is it for another year. Next year will be special as it will be the fifth year and the date is already in my diary. 
  

Would be really good if more club members could come as I cannot explain 

how wonderful the bonding with your horse is.  
  

The majority of us do not have the luxury of riding long hours day in and 

day out with our horses but the Muster is an opportunity to experience how 

it is to be 'at one with your horse and become real mates'. 
  

My own confidence had really been knocked after my accident at the       

rodeo but I was given the assurance that I would be looked after by Mick 

and Brad and they did just that. 

 

 

I would like to thank everyone involved and the ground crew also do a   

magnificent job. No easy job moving all those vehicles and floats and they are always around to help with anything. 

 

  

Onwards & Upwards. 
  

Ricky Tedham 
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     THE 2010 Mackenzie High Country Muster set out from Single Hill Station near Burkes Pass in February, taking 
riders through stations over four days to nearby Albury. 

   The muster is similar to the Otago Heritage Trust Cavalcade and provides a good training ride for riders            
participating in the Cavalcade. It is run by a small subcommittee of the Aoraki Western Riding Club. The club       
recently held the inaugural White Horse Cowboy Challenge and this is its fourth muster. 

   This year, 30 riders set out on a cold, drizzly Wednesday morning bound for Shenley Station where the first night‟s 
camp was made. 
 
   On Thursday, they rode through Shenley Station towards Athlone Station where the night‟s entertainment in the 
woolshed by Cameron Scott was a feature. 
 
   On Friday, the riders left for neighbouring Ranui Station but had a challenging day‟s ride to reach it. Along the 
ridges were brilliant views on a stunning day. That night, a mystery bottle auction was held, this year raising funds to 
donate to the local CCS disability group. The night proved successful with $800 raised. This money is going to be 
used for the Independence Games being held in April in Christchurch, a huge undertaking as not only is there a 
team of children attending, but they also need their own caregivers to attend with them. 
 
   On Saturday, riders headed towards their final destination, Albury. By night, the weather had changed from hot to 
drizzly but the hoe down held in the Albury Hall was a fitting finale to a fantastic week. It was a late night for the 
weary riders but also a celebration of a hard week‟s riding. 
 
   Many thanks to the landowners for their continued support in allowing access to their farms, to CRT for           
sponsorship, to the people who help make the muster successful — that is, the caterers, ground crew, riding crew 
and entertainment. It was a memorable week for everyone involved.    
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Four day ride raises funds for charity  

  By HEATHER DOUDLE Mackenzie High Country Muster secretary  

  Muster money: Yella the horse witnesses the handover of a cheque for $800 last week by Mackenzie High 
Country Muster secretary Heather Doudle (second from right) to CCS representatives Julie Fosbender and 
Barry Newman. The money was raised during last month‟s four-day muster from Single Hill Station, near Burkes 
Pass, to Albury 
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Registrations taken on the day 

 It has come to my attention that 
there was a bit of confusion    
generated by the information I 
gave in the last newsletter about 
the New Zealand Cowboy     
Challenge Association. Since the 
White Horse Cowboy Challenge 
was held, interest in this new 
event has escalated.  However, 
as the sport is in its very infant 
stage in New Zealand there is no 
structure or framework to build on. 

Without a firm basis there is a real danger that what has 
the potential to be a great new equestrian event could     
become little more than a gymkhana, and the whole idea 
of good horsemanship would be lost. 
 Therefore, the New Zealand Cowboy Challenge         
Association (NZCCA) has been formed. It‟s tasks are to 
regulate, observe and promote the sport of Cowboy 
Challenges.  The NZCCA will not organise any 
events. Its role is to regulate and provide an official 
rule book. The NZCCA will also develop an official  
competitive structure, enabling local, regional and      
national championship competitions to be held and 
points to be accrued. 
 
The AWRC will continue to hold the White Horse      
Cowboy Challenge as long as we, as a club, are willing 
to do so.  As we are the „founding club‟ of this sport in 
NZ, we would anticipate our event being the „finals‟. 
 

 April edition of the Horse Trader...full page report!!!!!!! 



CLASSIFIEDS 
For sale: Black & white dog pup, 3 1/2 mths. Mother purebred border collie, father very 

good part b/c heading dog.  Great nature, would be an excellent working dog, pet or for 
agility. Had 1st  vaccination. $250. Phone Dave Anderson (03) 6922769.  

———————————————————————–——————————————————————— 
Two hats. One is a grey Akubra pure fur felt hat. The model is called 'The Great White 
Shark' from the Greg Norman collection, size 56. The other is a 

beige leather hat, size 56. The owner doesn't want them any 
more so I'm placing this ad on her behalf. Free to a head that 

fits (a bit like Cinderella).  Call Maria 6861723  
————————————————————————————— 

If you would like to advertise, let me know...  

Just phone 6147107 or email me jodipayne@farmside.co.nz    

Emergency trekking bag 
Be prepared...all of these emergency items, plus 

others of your choosing, will fit inside a saddle 
horn bag.  As soon as you leave your controlled, 

home environment, you’re in ‘potential mishap’  
territory.  That’s why it pays to be prepared with 
‘just in case’ items pre-packed in a small ‘grab & 

go bag (or in a multi-pocket vest or small   
backpack)  and carry it on every trail ride.  The 

list below will get you and your horse (or your 
friend or their horse) through most minor trail 
traumas.(Horse & Rider, March 2010, pgs 32-33) 



CLUB CALENDAR 

  
  A fun day for members & their friends.  Great turnout last year. 
  Contact Bronwyn 027-693-3304 or Lyn 693-7141 for more info 

  At Orari Gorge Station (Turn off of State Hwy 79 onto Tripp Settlement Rd (between Gld & the  
  Orari Bridge), travel ~10kms, road becomes gravel, follow signs to sheep yards).   
  Meet @ 10, ride @ 10:30.  Nice, easy ride (barefoot OK if hooves in good shape).   
  Ph  Dave Anderson with questions...692-2769    

  At Robbie’s Bar & Bistro, 4 Latter Street (off of North Street), Timaru.  Meal at 6:00, AGM at 7:30  
  followed by a General Meeting. Apologies, Enquiries, Meal Numbers to Maria 686-1723 

  From 6:00. At Keri Drake’s , 707 Pleasant Point Hwy (on the “Blue Gums Rd”.  Phone 614-8707 if  
  you want more details/directions). The plan is a potluck tea (BYO plates, cutlery, etc), saddle fitting  
  DVD, hoof care talk by Sally Thorne, and ??? well, a whole lotta fun! 

 

Ao rak i  Wes te rn  R id ing C lub  
h t tp ://www.aw rc .9 9k .o rg  

If members want to check on whether an event needs to be       
cancelled or postponed due to weather conditions, members can 
ring 03 614 8707 (my ph number) from 8am onwards on Club days 
for a pre-recorded message to confirm if it‟s going ahead or being 
cancelled....Keri 
 

Keri Drake (Events Director)    —  (03) 614-8707  
Raewyn Olde-Olthof  (President)   —   (03) 697-4959 
Maria Van den Bosch  (Secretary) - (03) 686-1723 or 027-366-3016 

If you would like to advertise in this newsletter or contribute photos, articles, etc., please 

contact Jodi Payne     Phone: (03) 614-7107 or Email: jodipayne@farmside.co.nz 

C/O Maria Van den Bosch 

483 Fraser Road 

RD 4 

Timaru 

bosch@xtra.co.nz 

Ph 03-686-1723 or 027-366-3016 


